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On the occasion of the 56th 
Anniversary of Independence 
I wish to convey warm greet-
ings to all the Maldivians re-
siding in Bangladesh. I would 
also like to take this opportu-
nity to extend warm wishes 
to the Government and the 
people of Bangladesh with 
whom we share over 43 years 
of close and friendly relations. 

Fifty six years ago today, the 
Maldives attained full inde-
pendence and sovereignty, 
and embarked on the quest 
of nation building. Today, as 
we celebrate the social and 
economic progress we have 
achieved, we are reminded 

that our progress has not only 
been the result of the strong 
commitment of the Maldiv-
ian people, but also with the 
support of our friends and 
development partners in the 
international community.  

I had the honour and privilege 
of visiting Bangladesh just a 
few months ago at the invi-
tation of my counterpart and 
friend, His Excellency Md. Ab-
dul Hamid, Honourable Presi-
dent of the People’s Republic 
of Bangladesh, to celebrate the 
Birth Centenary of Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman, and the Golden 
Jubilee of Bangladesh’s inde-
pendence. Following this visit, 
our development partnership 
and close friendship have ele-
vated to new heights. I would 
also like to thank Honourable 
Prime Minister, Her Excellen-
cy Sheikh Hasina and the Gov-
ernment of Bangladesh for the 
generous assistance extended 
to the Maldives in combat-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic 
on multiple fronts. The peo-
ple of the Maldives and I are 
indebted to the Government 
and the people of Bangladesh 
for their enduring kindness. 

The Maldives and Bangladesh 
share much in common. Our 
two Islamic countries aspire 
to achieve higher levels of so-
cio-economic development 
for our citizens, and we stand 
on common ground in the 
international arena, as we ad-
vocate for addressing pressing 
issues of common concern, 
such as climate change and 
the resulting rise in sea lev-
el. Our bonds remain strong, 
with Bangladesh being one of 
the main contributors to the 
human resource development 
of the Maldives through edu-
cation and training. The Mal-
dives is also host to a large 
number of Bangladeshi mi-
grant workers who contribute 
significantly to the economic 
development of the country.  
 
I remain confident that the 
decades of friendship and 
cooperation between the 
Maldives and Bangladesh 
will continue to expand fur-
ther in the years to come.

I wish continued peace, 
progress and prosperity for 
the people of Bangladesh. 

H.E. Ibrahim Mohamed Solih
President of the Republic of Maldives

On the occasion of the Mal-
divian Independence Day, I 
wish to convey warm greetings 
and best wishes to the people 
of the Maldives residing in 
Bangladesh and the broth-
erly people of Bangladesh. 

This year also marks the 43rd 
Anniversary of the estab-
lishment of diplomatic rela-
tions between Maldives and 
Bangladesh. Over the past 
four decades our friendship 
has grown from strength to 
strength, and we have forged 
close collaboration on sev-
eral fronts.  In this regard, I 
am happy to note the ongo-

ing cooperation in the fields 
of health, education and hu-
man resources, among others. 
Moreover, the people-to-peo-
ple connections between 
our two countries have also 
reached an all-time high, ce-
mented by interactions at the 
highest levels. His Excellency 
President Ibrahim Mohamed 
Solih undertook a state vis-
it to Bangladesh coinciding 
with the jubilant celebrations 
of the Birth Centenary of 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman, and the Gold-
en Jubilee of independence 
of Bangladesh in March this 
year. I also had the privilege of 
visiting Bangladesh on a bilat-
eral visit in February this year. 

Bangladesh is a country with 
huge potential in human re-
sources, and the Maldives 
continues to benefit signifi-
cantly in the training of med-
ical professionals and other 
technical sectors as well. In 
addition, it is important to 
note the immense contribu-
tion made by Bangladeshi 
workers in key sectors of the 
Maldivian economy. I would 
also like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank the Govern-

ment of Bangladesh for the 
generous support extended 
to Maldives to combat the 
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.

On this auspicious occasion, 
I thank our friends in the re-
gional and international com-
munity for their partnership 
and generous support to mul-
tilateralism, and the United 
Nations. When Maldives as-
sumes Presidency of the 76th 
session of the United Nations 
General Assembly, I will en-
sure that our mutual priorities 
are duly represented and ad-
dressed in the multilateral dis-
cussions at the United Nations. 

It is my sincere hope that 
the strong ties of friendship 
between our two countries 
will be fortified in the years 
ahead, and I look forward 
to further enhancing co-
operation between our two 
Governments and peoples. 

I wish continued peace, 
progress and prosperity for 
the friendly people of Ban-
gladesh and all Maldivians 
living at home and abroad.

H.E. Abdulla Shahid
Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

the Republic of Maldives

 Message from the High Commissioner of the Maldives

On the joyous occasion of 
the 56th Anniversary of In-
dependence I wish to convey 
my sincere felicitations to His 
Excellency President Ibrahim 
Mohamed Solih and Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs His Ex-
cellency Abdulla Shahid, the 
Government and the People of 
Maldives living here in Bangla-
desh and abroad, and at home.

This year marks the 43rd anni-
versary of the establishment of 
diplomatic relations between 
the Maldives and Bangladesh. 
On this happy occasion, I ex-
tend warm wishes and greet-
ings to the Government and 
People of Bangladesh who 
continue to demonstrate their 
unwavering friendship and 
strong partnership for over 

four decades. As I take stock of 
the close bilateral cooperation 
that has developed between 
our two Governments and 
our peoples, I note that our 
relationship has been elevat-
ed to a much higher level this 
year. In March this year, His 
Excellency President Ibrahim 
Mohamed Solih undertook a 
state visit to Bangladesh to join 
the celebrations of the Birth 
Centenary of Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and 
the Golden Jubilee of Indepen-
dence of Bangladesh as guest 
of honour. Earlier in February, 
Foreign Minister His Excellen-
cy Abdullah Shahid made an 
official visit. During both vis-
its the bilateral engagements 
between our countries were 
further enhanced through 
new agreements in several 
key areas, including fisher-
ies, human resources place-
ment, cultural exchange and 
foreign office consultations.

On the economic front, a sig-
nificant number of Bangla-
deshis are contributing to our 
development programmes 
through working in crucial 
sectors such as construction, 
tourism and agriculture, help-
ing to bridge acute skills gaps 
in our country. And with the 
significant gains in economic 

development achieved by both 
our countries, we must now 
make a more concerted effort 
to increase trade, commerce 
and investment between us.

I take this opportunity to thank 
the Government of Bangladesh 
for the continued assistance 
extended to Maldives in com-
bating the ongoing Covid-19 
pandemic, through relief assis-
tance, repatriation of Maldiv-
ians stranded in Bangladesh 
and Nepal and deploying med-
ical teams of the Bangladesh 
Armed forces.  I commend 
and appreciate the leadership 
of Hon’ble Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh, Her Excellency 
Sheikh Hasina for her lead-
ership and the effective man-
agement of the Covid-19 pan-
demic situation in Bangladesh.

It is my wish that the bonds 
of friendship between our 
two countries will be fur-
ther strengthened in the 
years to come, and I wish for 
continued economic prog-
ress and increased prosper-
ity for both our countries 
and the South Asian region.

H.E. Shiruzimath Sameer
High Commissioner of 

the Republic of Maldives

The Maldives Under Water World:
Beneath the Maldives azure waters is 
an underwater world absolutely teem-
ing with life. With its colourful coral 
reefs, turtles, whale sharks and sites 
suitable for snorkellers and divers 
of all abilities, the Maldives delivers 
breathtaking experiences both above 
and below the waves.

The reefs of the Maldives play host to 
hundreds of species of fish, including 
tiny vibrant reef fish, moray eels and 
tuna. They are joined by a myriad of 
other sea-dwelling creatures, such as 
sea turtles, octopus, squid, lobsters 
and dolphins. Visitors also have the 
opportunity to swim with some of the 
largest fish in the sea - manta rays and 
whale sharks.

The Indian Ocean surrounding the 
Maldivian archipelago is full of activi-
ty, and snorkeling is the most effective 
way to experience it. While all islands 
have their own reef to explore, there 
are also more obscure experiences to 
be had, such as snorkeling with whale 
sharks or giant manta rays in certain 
parts of the islands.

Culture:
For many, the Maldives conjures 
images of tropical islands, clear tur-
quoise water and luxurious overwa-
ter villas. But beyond the world-class 
resorts is an island nation rich with 
its own unique history, language and 
culture.

Although home to just over half a 
million people the Maldives has its 
own unique culture and traditions. 
While heavily influenced by various 
cultures around the rim of the Indian 
Ocean, the Maldivian culture, craft 
and traditions have been shaped by 
the island environment and the seas 
that surround us.

Dhivehi is the language of the Mal-
divian people. Our current script, 
Thaana is unique and was developed 
from Arabic numerals around the 
16th century. Maldivians are master 
boat builders. The traditional Mal-
divian boat, dhoni has been shaped 
over centuries, resulting in a craft that 
perfectly suits the various conditions 

of the seas. The traditional cuisine is 
heavily based on fish and coconut, 
with several dishes that have no par-
allels anywhere in the region.

Our music and dance display strong 
influences of East Africa, Arabia and 
the Indian subcontinent. There is a 
rich tradition of Maldivian crafts; 
lacquered wooden ornaments, finely 
woven reed mats, and coral carvings 
are crafts that have been passed down 
through several generations.

Folklore:
Maldivians inherited a treasure trunk 
of ancient mythology and folklore 
that was passed orally through gener-
ations. These myths cover fascinating 
stories on various aspects of island 
life. Since the islands are surrounded 
by sea, most folktales depict fearful 
sea demons and spirits that haunt the 
islanders.

Life in islands:Life in islands:
Traditionally the island communities 
were very close-knit. This together-
ness is still prevailing in small island 
societies. Accordingly, men will be 
mainly engaged in fishery, carpen-
try and toddy tapping. Women were 
mainly engaged in household duties 
and raising families. Certain rituals 
and practices were followed in the 
islands on special occasion like wed-
dings. Some of these rituals survive to 
this day.

The advent tourism in the 1970’s ac-
celerated the modernization process 
of the country. Today an increasing 
number of women hold crucial po-
sitions within public and private sec-
tor. As a result of economic growth, 
dramatic lifestyle changes were intro-
duced.

The environment:
The Maldives has one of the most del-
icate environments anywhere on the 
planet. Coral reefs are the foundation 
of the islands. They offer protection to 
the tiny islands as its natural defense 
system, and the country’s economy 
depends heavily on the health of its 
reefs and ecosystems.

Several conservation efforts are un-

derway to protect the valuable ma-
rine environment of Maldives. While 
several marine species and birds are 
protected by law, protected areas have 
been designated to ensure the conser-
vation of specific ecosystems and the 
rich biodiversity of the country. This 
includes designated nature reserves 
in islands of various atolls to protect 
wetlands and mangroves and the 
protection of marine areas and the 
designation of biosphere reserves that 
covers coral reefs, islands, sea grass 
beds and mangroves.

Visitors to Maldives are advised to 
carry back their own non-biode-
gradable waste and to take care not 
to stand on, touch or remove coral 
structures while snorkeling or diving.

Connectivity:
The Maldives is well connected with 
the rest of the world. Several flights 
from Europe, Middle East and South 
East Asia operate to Velana Interna-
tional Airport, the main gateway to 
the Maldives. The highest interna-
tional traffic is from Dubai, Doha, 
Colombo and various Indian cities, 
while several scheduled and charter 
flights bring in passengers from all 
major European capitals, and South 
East Asian cities. Maldives national 
carrier Maldivian Airlines flies direct-
ly between Male’ and Dhaka. Tourists 
are granted 30 days on arrival visa.

Once in the Maldives you can travel 
to any of the twelve domestic and in-
ternational airports to which several 
daily flights are operated. Scheduled 
ferry services also operate from Male’ 
to most of the atolls.

The Maldives reopened its borders for 
tourists post covid-19 in June 2020. 
If you are travelling to a resort, your 
transfer will most likely be prear-
ranged at the time of booking your 
accommodation. Transfers to resorts 
around the airport are by speedboat 
and transfers to resorts and islands 
further afield are by seaplane.
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Welcome to the Maldives, where sands 
are as white as the smiles of the locals, 
where fish swim happily in the warm 
waters of the Indian Ocean, where the 
weather is a dream, and the deep rays 
of the sun wait to engulf you in their 
arms. In ancient times, the shores of 
the Maldives welcomed lost travelers. 
Still welcoming, these shores remain, 
providing a tranquil haven for visitors.

Geography:
The Maldives is a nation of islands in 
the Indian Ocean, that spans across 

the equator. The country is comprised 
of 1192 islands that stretch along a 
length of 871 kilometers. While the 
country covers an area of approxi-
mately 90,000 square kilometers, only 
298 square kilometers of that is dry 
land. The islands are grouped into a 
double chain of 26 atolls.

The country’s unique geography mes-
merizes the visitor. Reefs that offer 
bands of color, tiny jewel-like islands 
rimmed with the whitest of soft sand 

surrounded by the clearest shallow 
waters that one can imagine. Only 
200 of the islands are inhabited, and a 
select few on each of the atolls are re-
sorts and some of the islands are used 
for industry and agriculture.

 Maldives: The Sunny Side of Life


